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3606 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113

tel: 216.961.0003   fax: 216.961.0002   e-mail: irtf@igc.org
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Ministro de Seguridad Publica de Honduras 
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Sr. Ramón Ovidio Navarro Duarte

Fiscalia General de la República de Honduras


April 15, 2004

We, members of the InterReligious Task Force, continue to be appalled and outraged not only by the murder of Cesar Virgilio Pinot but by the events following his killing and the wounding of José Neptaly Lopez.  As we detailed in our letter to you on April 11, the two men were shot on March 13 by private security guards on a palm plantation in Tela municipality, Atlantida Department.  The plantation is owned by Agro Oriental, a subsidiary of Chiquita Brands International.  Sr. Neptaly was captured and imprisoned.  The next day national police agents, accompanied by members of the same private security force, arrested Osman Alexander Blanco Duarte, Wilton Rene Blanco Duarte and Antonio Baquedano  Ramo.  The three men are independent palm oil producers and members of Martires de  Guaymos, a cooperative that is organizing and raising awareness about the dangers to human health and the environment of open pit mining using cyanide solution extraction methods.  The cooperative is part of a growing opposition movement in different regions of Honduras.

The four men were initially charged with the murder of Cesar Pinot.  However, after the guards, saying that they had been ambushed and shot in self-defense, admitted to the killing, the charges against the four were changed to “illicit association."  A further arrest was made on March 18 when José Medardo Reyes Mendoza was detained on the same charge.  The five were then accused of belonging to a band of car thieves, armed with AK47s, who rob, assault and terrorize the local population.  But the local population together with local authorities, community organizations and political party candidates have come to their support and attested to their honesty, innocence and leadership.

The judge has accused the defense, Marcelino Martinez, a lawyer and Martires de Guaymos activist, of orchestrating the show of community support and has ordered the detention of the five prisoners until the trial.  As a result of national and international pressure, an arrest warrant was ordered on March 26 for José Cayetano Vargas, one of the security guards, and he was detained.  State authorities also announced an “independent” investigation into the case.  However, events to date have shown that different police and judicial institutions have worked to cover up the case instead of investigating it. 

It seems clear that repression and manipulation continue in this case, and therefore we demand that:

· you conduct an exhaustive and impartial investigation into the death of Cesar Virgilio Pinot and bring those responsible to justice;

· a  similar investigation be conducted into the actions of national police agents and criminal investigation agents involved in the case, as well as public prosecutor Jacobo de Jesus Erazo, and remove all those found guilty of abuse of authority from their positions;

· José Neptaly Lopez, Osman Alexander, Blanco Duarte, Wilton Rene Blanco Duarte, Antonio Baquedano Ramos and José Medardo Reyes Mendoza be freed;

· repression cease against Martires de Guaymas members, in particular Marcelino Martinez Espinal, as well as against the communities of Kilometro 32, Villafranca, La Tomasa and La Union.
Sincerely,

Brian J. Stefan Szittai, Coordinator


Copies:
Martires de Guaymas/COPINH ~ fax:  011 504 783 0817


Honduran Ambassador Mario Canahuati ~ fax: 202 966 9751

U.S. Ambassador Larry Palmer ~ fax: 011 504 236 9037

Vilma Cecilia Morales, Honduran Supreme Court President, fax: 011-504-233-6784 (or 7921)


Chiquita Brands International, 250 East Fifth Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202


Honduran Mission to the UN, 866 UN Plaza Suite 417 New York, NY 10017

UA 125/04 Update Honduras

The following people hereby urge you to take action on this matter as indicated in this letter:
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